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The weather has been keeping a lot of you indoors and getting those old modeling projects out again. I have received several product 
requests for things we don’t sell as retail items or special pack requests. (Example: bulk #33 couplers) Also, requests for coupler 
conversions for brass cars or old obscure cars that we have never seen or heard of. 

Please keep in mind we don’t sell special request packages of bulk couplers or special request parts. We would have to stop current 
production, check availability, pull parts for a single special package, program the special package in the online system for billing, and 
sell it to a customer. The reality is “special request product” needs to be billed for lost production time, set up, and assembly time for 
a single item; the “special request product” would cost much more than purchasing multiple 2-pair packages of couplers. For “special 
request detail parts,” the same is true. Generally, we don’t keep spare parts for cars we have produced. 

For those pulling out old obscure cars and brass cars looking for coupler conversions, there are a few brass cars in our coupler conversions, 
but not many. If you don’t find that old car’s coupler conversion, you must do a custom coupler mounting. 

These steps are true for almost any custom coupler mounting to determine the coupler offset height. Remember, we don’t suggest using 
metal couplers with brass cars or metal frame cars in case of a hot chassis to help prevent an electrical short.

For HO-Scale, we suggest using the back of the #206 height gauge to check for starting coupler mounting height. The top of the #206 
wedge pushed up to a car would be the top of a centerset coupler mounting gearbox height (Example No.5®, or #148 or #28 coupler). If 
the wedge just skims where you want to place the gearbox, then the centerset coupler would be the appropriate height coupler to mount a 
gearbox. If there is a cast-on box and the #206 wedge touches the top of the cast-on box, same can be determined that a centerset coupler 
should be used. Now there may be some fine-tuning that is required, but you get the point. You will have to make sure you have clearance 
for the gearbox style you are using and trim for clearance issues or use a smaller gearbox option. 

If you have a gap to the bottom of where you want to mount the coupler using the back of the #206, the thickness of the coupler shank 
(.050”), then use an overset shank, thus lowering the coupler head would be what you would need to use. If the back of the #206 hits the 
end of the car and doesn’t slide under (once again, the thickness of the coupler shank is .050”), then use an underset shank, thus raising the 
coupler head would be what you would need to use. Custom body mounting couplers are not difficult; it just takes some modeling skills 
that everyone in the hobby should have and be comfortable with if you plan on running any old equipment. Remember, the coupler height 
gauge is used for more than just checking your coupler finish height. You can check your uncoupler heights to ensure they are even and 
level. The all-metal #205 or insulated plastic #206 coupler height gauge is your best friend for a smooth operating, trouble-free layout. 

Note: all of our other scale coupler height gauges with the wedge on end; it works the same way for determining your coupler 
mounting height for mounting centerset couplers.

February 2023

The Coupler People®

Made & Assembled Entirely in the U.S.A.

Medium Length Couplers

27, 37, 147* (Underset  Shank)

NO.5®, 9, 28, 38, 58, 118*, 119*, 
148*, 158* (Centerset  Shank)

22, 32, 142* (Overset  Shank)

Long and Short couplers are also available see website for 
individual product numbers.

Height gauge wedge should 
just slide under car frame for a 
centerset coupler mounting.

#206 HO-Scale
Coupler Height Gauge



CNW, DRGW, MKT, MP, SP, SSW, UP, & WP marks are made under trademark license from Union Pacific Railroad Company.  WARNING: CHOKING HAZARD - Small Parts - Not for children under 14 years. Lettering similar to cars shown     *Subject to change without notice.         WARNING:
CHOKING HAZARD - Small Parts
Not for children under 14 years.
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February 2023 New Rolling Stock!

HO-Scale Ready-to-Run Rolling Stock
40’ PS-1 Boxcar PS-2 Hopper50’ PS-1 Boxcar

 

Pre-1950 PS-1 Boxcar

Kadee® prides itself in creating and manufacturing premium “RTR” rolling stock as close to scale & detail as possible. Model railroaders can expect only the best quality & 
craftsmanship with every Kadee® quality product. Nothing stacks up to the accuracy, detail, quality, & authenticity of Kadee® Cars over all other “RTR” cars on the market.

NEW
4332 ATSF #276531 .......$43.99 
 Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
 Lot: 5879- Series: 276500-276749 
 BLT. 1947 -  Factory New 
 Boxcar Red

Made & Assembled 
Entirely in the U.S.A.

020123Current In-Stock HO-Scale “RTR” Freight Cars
50’ PS-1 Boxcars 

6416 MKT #90135 ........................... $39.95

6417 ACY #3600 .............................. $43.99

6744 NH #40514 .............................. $39.95

6927 KDC #027 ............................... $42.95

ACF 11,000 Gallon  
Insulated Tank Car

9019 SMCX #111 .............................. $45.95

9020 SILX #101 ............................... $45.95

Undecorated Cars 
4000 40’ PS-1 Boxcar ..................... $39.99 

5199 40’ PS-1 Boxcar ..................... $39.99

5200 40’ PS-1 Boxcar  .................... $39.99

6000 50’ PS-1 Boxcar  .................... $39.99

7001 Open Bay Hopper .................. $41.95

7002 Open Bay Hopper .................. $41.95

7501 Open Bay Hopper .................. $41.95

8001 Covered Hopper .................... $41.95

8601 Covered Hopper ....................  $41.95

9000 Tank Car ................................. $42.95

40’ PS-1 Boxcars

4331 ACY #3454 .............................. $39.95

4332 ATSF #276531 ........................ $43.99

5325 GTW #516816 ......................... $43.99

5326 CNJ #23548 ............................ $43.99

6929 KDC #029 ................................$41.99

50-ton AAR “Standard” 
Open Bay Hopper 

7525 GM&O #32487 .........................$42.95

7526 MILW #96863 ..........................$45.99 

2003 CU FT. PS-2 Hopper 

8049 UP #11430 ................................$42.95

8343 M&StL #70351 ........................$44.99 

Coupler Conversions can be found at www.kadee.com/convpl


